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myself with exhorting them to patience; but, with-
out relieving them otherwise, these exhortations
appear to me very barren.”” The charity, piety, and
steadfastness of various converts are described by
the writer.

Early in September, La Barre's expedition returns
to Quebec; most of his troops are sick with malarial
fever, and those belonging to the Sillery mission
must be cared for by the Fathers there. This charge
compels them to lay aside almost all other work;
they are incessantly sought by the frightened
savages, and hardly find time for sleep and food —
especially as their flock are scattered in several loca-
tions near Quebec. Bigot has obtained permission
to purchase on credit supplies for his sick people;
he requests his friend to help him pay these debts.
Such aid is all the more necessary because the mis-
sion has recently lost its chief support, by the death
of the Marquise de Baugé, who has been for five
years a mother, as it were, to the Sillery Christians.
The fever has been much more prevalent and more
severe among them than among the other savages
or the Frenchmen, and their extreme poverty has
greatly increased their suffering; but they bear
their miseries with much resignation and patience.
Bigot blesses God for having sent this disease; for
the men returning from the war have been thus
saved from drunkenness. He is also greatly pleased
at the excellent reputation of the Abenaki warriors
among the Frenchmen for their Christian behavior.
He dreads, however, the effect which will be pro-
duced in Acadia by the news of this sickness at
Sillery, to which place many Abenakis are still
flocking.



